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the St. Clair County site would be 20
percent more expensive, but they
haven’t even completed studies of the
north St. Louis site. St. Clair County is
shovel-ready now. North St. Louis is
not.

Every year that we delay this, it adds
$40 million to the cost to this budget.
St. Clair County has been proactive
and transparent with the environ-
mental studies. North St. Louis hasn’t
even conducted its full analysis. The
north St. Louis site has significant un-
knowns, including reports of hazardous
waste and potential contamination
from cold war era testing. How can this
decision be made without answers to
these very serious and health-related
questions?

In terms of recruiting the next gen-
eration, Scott Air Force Base attracts
the best of the best. Thousands of
millennials work at Scott Air Force
Base, and many already have their se-
curity clearance. Finally, St. Clair
County has the roadways, railways,
and infrastructure to make NGA a suc-
cess. North St. Louis will need to seize
land through eminent domain and then
create a network we already have in
place.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the NGA is
making a terrible mistake that could
have serious consequences. They didn’t
have the correct data. Before this deci-
sion is made final, the people deserve
the truth. Not just the people of St.
Clair County, not just the people of
north St. Louis, but we, the United
States citizens.

That is why I have called for a full
investigation by the Inspector Gen-
eral’s Office.

———————

WATER AND DROUGHT IN
CALIFORNIA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this week, we rec-
ognize infrastructure week, where we
highlight infrastructure development
in our country and its importance to
our districts.

Now, we might think that infrastruc-
ture isn’t very important, but we de-
pend on it in all aspects of our daily
lives. Developed roads and bridges help
to take our children to school or to
take our kids to our national parks.
Our bridges, dams, and water are the
infrastructure that help to produce en-
ergy and provide us with clean drink-
ing water. Broadband infrastructure
ensures that everyone has access to
learning and to information.

But, unfortunately, our infrastruc-
ture is deteriorating at an alarming
rate. The American Society of Civil
Engineers estimates that our crum-
bling infrastructure is costing each of
us, each family, $3,400 a year of our dis-
posable income. When we take into
consideration the increasingly high
cost of living, for example, in Orange
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County, California, where I live, then
we see that our families are, once
again, footing a bill, and yet we are not
making the investment that we need.
In fact, the United States spends sig-
nificantly less of its GDP than most
developing countries for our national
infrastructure.

Unfortunately, this lack of invest-
ment is apparent throughout our coun-
try. We saw it in Flint, Michigan.
When infrastructure fails to provide
clean water, our communities suffer. In
my home State of California, Porter
Ranch, California, a massive gas leak
released 100,000 tons of methane gas
into the air. These failed pipelines
reach back to the 1950s.

With respect to our roads, the De-
partment of Transportation found that
nearly 68 percent of California’s roads
are in poor or mediocre condition, and
almost 30 percent of California’s
bridges have been recognized as struc-
turally deficient.

As California enters its fourth year
of a drought, we are seeing just how
crucial water infrastructure dollars
can be during times of turmoil.

So, Mr. Speaker, we have to look no
further than my home district to see
the positive effects of investing in in-
frastructure to help our communities.
Since I was elected to the Congress al-
most 20 years ago, the very first
project that I championed was building
a large factory, the largest in the
world, to reclaim our water, to recycle
our water, and it is the world’s largest
advanced reclamation project. Today,
that project has recycled nearly 188 bil-
lion gallons of water, and it really con-
tinues to be the flagship of water recy-
cling.

I have also fought to bring high-speed
rail to California and led sending a let-
ter to President Obama urging invest-
ment in the project, which will bring
increased commercial and leisure trav-
el.

With respect to transit, I recently led
a letter from the California delegation
asking for $3.2 billion to fund the Cap-
ital Investment Grant Program, a pro-
gram which funds projects all the way
from northern to southern California.
The Capital Investment Grants will
help fund projects in my district, like
the Orange County Streetcar, which in-
creases transportation transit through
my area so people get out of their cars,
we protect the environment, and we
move people more efficiently.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress needs to
get its act together and invest in infra-
structure.

———————

WE NEED A PRO-GROWTH AGENDA
TO RAISE WAGES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, Wendy’s,
one of the world’s largest fast-food
chains, plans to replace human employ-
ees with automated self-service kiosks
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in many of its 6,500 restaurants around
the country and around the world in an
effort to counteract minimum wage
hikes throughout the United States. I
don’t blame Wendy’s at all. They can
either react or they can close up their
doors, and then no one will be working.

The economics on the issue are pret-
ty clear. Wendy’s is doing what they
have to do to survive, and others will
certainly follow suit. They will adapt,
or they will be gone.

When the government unnecessarily
and unilaterally increases the cost of
labor and imposes it on the job cre-
ators, the jobs are probably going to be
replaced through automation and tech-
nological advancement. This is nothing
new. This technology is not new.
Wendy’s could have done this a long
time ago if they just wanted to maxi-
mize their profits, as every single cor-
poration in America seems to be ac-
cused of doing these days. But these
are the job creators. These are the job
makers. They have chosen now because
they have no other choice.

Many people say that this is an arti-
ficial wage and that it actually dis-
courages employment and distorts the
market. Well, here is the proof. This is
exactly what is happening. And don’t
blame Wendy’s. They are trying to sur-
vive in a 2 percent economy.

Mr. Speaker, let’s not lock out mil-
lions of people from their entry-level
employment. I am a person who
worked for less than minimum wage.
One time I asked my boss at the time,
I said: “Do I make minimum wage?”’
And he said: ‘““No, you are not worth
it.” I was just barely in high school. I
didn’t have much to offer, except a
strong back and showing up on time
with a good attitude, and he paid me
for that, and I worked my way up.

The squeeze on the middle class is
real. It is painful for tens of millions of
anxiety-ridden Americans who don’t
know whether they are going to have a
job, even though it might be their
entry-level job. It might be the job
that they could get in a 2 percent econ-
omy.

Some people say that we are just
transferring the jobs to those who will
build kiosks or robots. Well, I have got
to tell you, folks, I suspect that those
jobs are not minimum wage jobs, so
that is not going to be of much help.
And, oh, by the way, I suspect they
won’t be in your hometown where your
Wendy’s is. So if you have got a job
there and it is going to be displaced or
replaced with one building a kiosk, un-
less you are planning to move to where
they are building that, that is not
going to be of much solace or help to
your family.

What this country needs is a pro-
growth agenda to help raise everyone’s
wages to provide the opportunity for
everyone to get started somewhere and
then move up, just like I did, without
hurting the people already struggling
to get by. What we don’t need is more
liberal, wrong-headed, unilateral, ideo-
logical-driven government regulation
that destroys our jobs and livelihoods.
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